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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Last time

» The meaning of ‘the Song of Songs’.
» The coronation/wedding scene.

test).

“ | » A passage showing how words are used differently in the Song of Songs.

» The three wasfs - descriptions of the body of the lover (via a Shakespearean

Love in the Time of Tyranny -
This time

v

Simply a secular love song?

v

The Song and what is says about the relationship between the city and
nature.

v

The Song's message about love universally.
Its radicality.
Conclusion.
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Simply a secular love song?

Y

It's not simple.

It is not ‘secular’ as it uses religious imagery to describe the lovers.
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This is the day that the LORD has made. We will be glad and rejoice in Him.
(Psalm 118:24)
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Draw me dfter you, let us run, the king brought me to his rooms. We will be
glad and rejoice in you.
(Song of Songs 1:4)
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Danger in City.

IPNINENA XY PRYRR WA NANKY NX NYRA NiPYa navnhy
Upon my couch at night | sought the one | love— | sought him, but found him not.
IPIINYN XY PRV WA NANNY NN NYRAN NANIA DY Y2 N2ION NI MK

“I must rise and roam the town, through the streets and through the squares; | must seek
 the one I'love.” I sought him, but found him not.

DIPRY W) NANKY NX TY2 D°33DD DIRYD WRIA
The watchmen who patrol the town found me. “Have you seen the one | love?”
MR PR TIRANY™TY 1R8IX K9) PRINK W1 NANKY NX NRIAY Ty DR N1AYY byna
o aninley (2
had | passed them when | found the one I love. | held him fast, | would not let
' brought him to my mother's house, o the chamber of her who conceived

$carcely
him go il
me.

(Song of Songs 3:1-4.)

Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Danger in City
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| opened the door for my beloved, but my beloved had turned and gone. | was
faint because of what he said. | sought him, but found him nof; | called him, but
he did not answer.
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The watchmen who patrol the town found me; they struck me, they bruised me.
The guards of the walls stripped me of my mantle.

(Song of Songs 5:6-7)

The escape is to nature.




Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Love of nature - with religious imagery
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Let us go early to the vineyards; Let us see if the vine has flowered, if its
blossoms have opened, if the pomegranates are in bloom. There | will give my
love to you.

(Song of Songs 7:13)
DNwa MDY DPIRD 19Y? IXOAX? 97 NRTHTIT M2
“Hurry, my beloved, swift as a gazelle or a young stag, to the hills of spices!”
(Song of Songs 8:14) - final words.
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The beams of our houses are cedars, our rafters are cypresses.
(Song of Songs 1:17)

11/12/2022

Love in the Time of Tyranny -

A comparison to Bialik

» Chaim Nachman Bialik (1873-1934) nAXR n;ll]";;;:g 2:: :::
» Habereichah (The pool) naman D20 N YA ,pinn xaya

VD I MR DY NN 2w 2xa

wnn nTab

‘Il know a forest, and in the forest SDERIFS na n? mm
| know a sheltered pool. .naava nn yme PR

_Inthe thicket of the wood, set apart from the world,

ed il ell-versed in storm,

nd it will spawn, in secret, its
But no-one knows what is in its heart.’

> Upturned world = m1an 21y

Love in the Time of Tyranny -
A comparison to Bialik
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This is like the incident involving Yosef, son of Rabbi Yehoshua, who became ill
and fainted. When he returned to go father said to him: What did
/ you see? Yosef said to him: | saw ai hose above, i.e., those
who are considered important in this wi elow, insignificant, while
those below, i.e., those who are insignificant in this world, were above. Rabbi
Yehoshua said to him: You have seen a clear world.

(Baba Batra 10b)




Love in the Time of Tyranny -
A comparison to Bialik
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f leaves, there is a small green island carpeted with grass.
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The LORD said to Moses: Tell your brother Aaron that he is not fo come at will
into the Shrine &ehind the curtain(Leviticus 16:2)
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Love as an absolute

NP PINY2 NYR NADK MR NIy WINTRY 'nruna
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et me as a seal on your hear®? as a seal on your arm, because strong as

death is love, Tough as Sheol is jealousy. Its sparks: sparks of, fire, an
(A)almighty flame.

Many waters nnot—extinguish love and rivers cannot drown it. Were a
6-give dll the wealth of his house for loveCthey would surely scor

(Song of Songs 8:6-7).

Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Love as changing other messages.
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My son, keep yo ommandment; do not forsake your mother's
teaching. them over your he: Iways; bind them around your throat...

A thi ior stealing fo appease his hunger; yet if caught he must
pay sevenfold; he muskgive up all the wealth of his house

(Proverbs 6:20-21; 6:30-31.)
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Scorning wealth —q9x ‘thousand’
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Solomon had a vineyard in Baal Hamon [the Master of Plenty], he gave the
vineyard to the guards. A man earns a thousand pieces of silver for his fruit.

My own vineyard is all mine in front of me; the thousand is yours, O Solomon,
and two hundred to those who guard his fruit.

(Song of Songs 8:13-14)
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
What qbx ‘thousand’ is being scorned?
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He had women, seven royal and three
concubines; and his women turned his heart away. (I Kings 11:3.)

> Clearly Solomon was (and is) well-known for having a ‘thousand’ wives.
> But the text does not use the word g9 ‘thousand’

» So what is being scorned as well?

Love in the Time of Tyranny -
What qbx ‘thousand’ is being scorned?
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King Solomon imposed forced labour on all Israel; the levy came to 30,000 men.

He sent them to the Lebanon in shifts of 10,000 a month: they would spend one month in the
Lebanon and two months at home. Adoniram was in charge of the forced labour.

Solomon also had 70,000 porters and 80,000 quarriers in the hills, apart from Solomon's 3,300
officials who were in charge of the work and supervised the gangs doing the work.

I Kings 5:27-30.




Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Ending
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O one who dwells in gardens, friends listen to your voice, let me hear it.

DAY N Y DPIRD 18Y? 1K X2 320RTOTIT | na
“Get away, my love, and make yourself like a gazelle or a deer of the hinds on
the mountdains of spices!”
(Song of Songs 8:13-14).
» ‘without beginning and without end, the poem like the love it celebrates

strives to be everlasting’. (Cheryl Exum Commentary)

> All we are left with is the smell.
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion

v

The Song of Songs is a love poem.

It has always been regarded as mysterious.

‘Know, my brother, that you will find great diversity of opinions as regards
the interpretation of the Song of Songs and it must be confessed that there is
areason for it since the Song is like a lock, the key of which has been lost.”
(Atfributed to Saadya Gaon 10" century.)

v

v

It remains deeply mysterious.

=

But we have a few clues...
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion

Is it a love song?

v

> Yes.

v

Is there more going on?

Yes - this is not just a ‘simple secular love song'.

v

We have seen the importance of Solomon.

v

But there are other issues as well...

v




Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion

> 1. - is being ked and P! y to the
lovers. His love of wealth and multiple women (‘thousand’).

> 2. Terminology relafing fo Solomon and his temple is fransformed.
(Lebanon, cedars, cypresses, frankincense).

» 3.The need to get away from the city and escape to nature.

| » 4. Transformative - it uses words we know from other books in the Tanach
(Hebrew Bible) and utterly fransforms them, or uses them in a completely
different situation.

» 5.The female lover is treated as (at least) an equal to her male counterpart.

» ...or as | argue his guide.
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion - Authorship

v

It is very likely that the work we have is made up of different original
fragments.

N

Those fragments could have come from as far ofield as Egypt and Lebanon.

v

They were transformed by the editor to make the flowing work we have
today.

The editing process involved ing that the were unified info a
whole which became more than the sum of its parts.

That was the genius of the editor who can really be called the author.
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...and she was almost certainly a woman.

Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion - Authorship

» The female lover speaks more than the male lover.

> But those proportions change over the length of the Song of Songs.
> In the first two chapters, she speaks much more than him.

> He says little and she adapts what he says...




Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion - Authorship

{DOPRYD NIVIY 1IWD N7XIN MK
(She speaks to him) 2.1 1 am a rose of the Sharon, a lily of the valleys
AN PR DY 12 DNINA PR MYV
SHe speaks to her) 2.2 Like a lily amongst the thorns, thus is my beloved amongst
he daughters.
D3N7 PINN 119 MAYN NTAN iPXA 0920 P2 VTITI WD ¥Ya Mana
NANK Y AT PP NRTIR IR
DX AR n'nn 2 DMAan2 MNTa NN NaND
(She speaks to him) 2.3 - 2.5 Like an apple in the trees of the forest, thus is my love
umloFQSt the sons. In its shade | have yearned to sit and its fruit is sweet to my
palate
He brought me to the house of wine and his banner over me is love.

Support me with raisin cakes, uphold me with apples because lovesick am 1.
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Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion - Authorship

After the

v

(¢ pter 3) . he finds his voice.
He then takes up her language and uses it for his own wasfs.

v

She is, as it were, his educator.

v

v

No other book in the Bible remotely resembles this way of thinking.

v

Very strong evi of female

Love in the Time of Tyranny -
Conclusion - Book recommendations

Want to find out more?

v

v

Love in the Time of Tyranny - Andrew Levy.

v

Song of Songs - A Commentary - J. Cheryl Exum (2005).

The Song of Songs and the Ancient Egyptian Love Songs - Michael V Fox
(1985).

The Song of Songs - Ariel Bloch and Chana Bloch (1995).

The Song of Songs - A Biography - llana Pardes (2019). (On the reception
history).
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The Song of Songs -A Contemplative Guide - Graeme Watson 2014]
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